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EZRA X. 4° 
A RISE; for this matter belongeth unta 


thee; we alfo will be with thee ; be of 
good courage, aud do it. 


E, whofe happinefs can admit no 
acceffion, and whofe perfect rec- 
titude excludes every degree of 
malevolence, muft defign the hap- 
pinefs of thofe creatures he calls out of 
nothing into exiftence ; to fuppofé the 
contrary is inconfiftent w th abfolute 


perfection, and 
racters, 2 


Paes 
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T= communication of happinefs be- 
ing the end of creation, it will follow, 
from the perfections of the creator, that 
the whole plan of things is fo adjufted as 
to promote the benevolent purpofe ; to 
which the immenfe diverfity in his 
works; the gradation in the fpecies of 
beings that we know of, and many more 
perhaps than we know of, and the fome- 
what fimilar gradation in’ the fame fpe- 
cies, arifing from their make, their con- 
nections, and the circumftances they are 
placed in, are happily fubfervient. And 
every creaturein the univerfe, according 
to its rank in tie fcale of being, is fo 
conftituted, as that'acting agreeably to 
the laws of its nature, will promote its 
own happinefs, and of confequence ‘the 
grand defign of the creator. a 

. 

AGREEABLY hereto, all beings in the 
clafs of moral agents are fo formed, that 
happinefs will refult to them from acting 
according to certain rules prefcribed by 
“the creator, and made known to them 
by reafon or revelation. ‘The rules of 
‘ ‘mity to which will be pro- 

eet ductive 
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" dactive of happinefs to fuch beings, mutt 


be agreeable to moral fitnefs in the rela- 
tion of things ; in-perfe&t conformity to 
which the reétitude, and happinefs of 
the. creator himfelf confifts, : And fach 
is the connection and dependency of 
things, that happinefS will refult from 
conformity to thefe rules, not only to in- 
dividuals, but likewife to the whole ; for 
the beneficial effects of fuch conformity 
are reciprocal.—It naturally tends to pro- 
mote the. order and. harmony. of the ‘mo- 

eal fyftem,, and fo the general good. - 
‘Tue plan of the creator being thus 
; manitelly adapted to promote the happi- 
nefs of his creation, his conduct herein 
becomes a pattern to his creatures that are 
rational moralagents, and the rule of their 
duty; according to their meafure ; for 
all. moral obligation on fuch, indubitably, 
arifes from the wi il é. God, 98; there is 
ud the relative fects of ce: ; “fo Bat 
the nearer they refemble him, the nearer 
they. will come to the perfect ftandard of 
right _ action, and the 2ASERET. they. ¢ come 
A A =2t0.. 
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to this the more happinefs will be pro- 
duced Ba,2™. 

Ir being fo evidently the will i God, 
from the general conftitution of things, 
that the happinefs of his rational crea- 
' tures fhould be promoted, .all fuch are 
under moral obligation in conformity 
thereto, according to their ability, to 
promote their own, and the happinefs 
of others. 

Paik nalurecot the human fpecies, 
therefore, being fo adapted to fociety as 
that fociety will afford vaftly more hap- 
pinefs to them, than folitary exiftence 
could do, indicates the will of their crea- 
tor, and makes it morally fit that they 
Should affociate. From themake of man, 
the difadvantages of a folitary, and the 
advantages of a focial ftate, evidently 
appear. A ftate of feparation from the 
reft of the fpecies will not admit the ex- 
ercife of thofe affections aud virtues, in 
which, from his natural conftitution, his 
happinefs very much confifts ; but in con- 
nection with others there will be oppor- 
tunity. for the exercife of them. As 
each 
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each individual living in a feperaté ftate 
would be preventive of the happinefs for 
_which men were evidently formed ; and 
as this happinefs can be obtained only in 
a focial ftate, to form into fociety muft 
be not only their intereft, but their duty. 


"Tue inftina, or propenfity, implanted 
in the human fpecies leading them, as it 
were mechanically, to that to which they 
are morally obliged, isan inftance of the | 
creator’s goodnefs as it facilitates the per- 
formance ; and in the fame proportion it 
does fo, muft make their neglect the 
more inexcufable, 


Manxinp being formed into fociety, 
the moral obligation they are under to civil 
government will appear from the fame 
principle, as being neceflary to fecure to 
them thofe natural rights and privileges 
which are effential to their happinefs. 
Life, liberty, and property, are the gifts 
of the creator, on the unmolefted enjoy- 
ment of which their happinefs chiefly de- 
pends: yet they are fuch an imperfect 
fet of beings that they are liable to have 

thefe 
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thefe irivaded by one: another: But: the 
prefervation. of them in every fit method 
isevidently their duty.» ‘The entering in- 
to fociety lays the foundation of a plan 
for fecuring them ; but this plan will ‘be 
incomplete without the exertion ‘of the 
united power of the whole for their mu- 
tual fafety. The exertion of this: power 
for that purpofe, correfpondent to the 
éverlafting rules of right, is what is, here, 
intended: ‘by civil. government ; and as. 
this is a method the beft adapted, in their 
power, to fecure the rights and privileges 
neceflary to their happinefs, to go into it 

- jsmorally fit, and evidently the will of 
pocy creator. 

“WHATEVER Bess are. obliged to 
pee mutt be within the verge of their 
power: The impracticability of the hu- 
man fpecies continuing to be one fociety 
for the purpofe before mentioned, makes 
it neceffary and fit they fhould form into 
diftinct and feperate focieties, and erect 
ely government in them for that.end. . 


Urox the fame principle, fill, che na- 
tural 
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taral rights of one fociety being in- 
vaded by the fuperiour power of another, 
fo long as the former are unable to affert 
their freedom, it is morally fit they fhould 
receive laws. from the latter tending to 
their happinefs, as being the beft means 
in their power to promote it, rather than 
admit a ftate of anarchy, big with con- 
Sifion and every evil work : But from thefe 
circumftances it is morally fit they fhould 
refcue themfelves whenever it is.in their 
power, only it may be as fit to ufe cau- 
tion, that by fuch attempts they: do not 
plunge themfelves the deeper into diftrefs. 


THE obligation mankind are under to 
civil government, in fome form, as eflen- 
tial to their happinefs in the prefent ftate, 
and perhaps not without its influence up- 
on their happinefs in a future, is not only 
deducible from the natural conftitution of 
things, but alfo fupported by written re- 
velation ; in which it is reprefented as 
greatly tending to their good, and there- 
fore an ordinance of the great benefactor 
of the world, whofe tender mercies are 
over ail his works, Inthe epiftle to the 

Romans, 
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Romans, the civil power is exprefsly faid 
_ to be of God, to be ordained of him, and 
the civil ruler to be the anyabes ¥ nt ~~ 
goed. 

‘Tue line, indeed, between one focie- 
ty, and another, is not drawn by heaven ; 
nor is the particular form of civil govern- 
ment ; as whether it fhall be conducted 
immediately by the whole fociety, or by 
a few of their number, ot if by a few, 
who they fhall be, exprefly pointed out ; 
but, as mankind are rational and free a- 
gents, thefe are left to their determinati- 
on and choice ; only herein they are re- 
ftricted by thofe rules which arife from 
the moral fitnefs of things produttive of 
the general good, which they are ever 
bound invariably to obferve. 


_. Nor does the facred ftory of the He- 
‘ brew polity militate againft the eftablifhed 
order of things relative to civil govern- 
mentamong men. The theocracy of the 
Jews, was an extraordinary vouchfafe- _ 
ment of God to that particular nation, 
but not counter to, or defigned to alter, 
the goqerel conftitution of mankind. 


THE 


wer 
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THE right the fupreme ruler of the 
world has to beftow favours upon /ome, 


"out of the commoncourfe of things, while 


others are left in the enjoyment of their 
natural privileges, can,in reafon, no more 
be doubted, than his right to create one 
being fuperiour to another ; for, though 


unknown to us, shat, as well as this, may 


be in the original plan for the communi- 
cation of happinefs. 


THE ecclefiaftic, and civil polity of 
the Fewi/h nation, being under the imme- 
diate direction of God himfelf, was not 
only a fignal favor to them, but alfo de- 
figned to anfwer very important pur- 
pofes in his government of mankind. 


THEIR civil polity coincided with the 
fitnefs of fociety, and civil government 
among men, inall their falutary effects ; 
but the extraordinary manner, in wikoli 


it was conducted, was never exhibited 


as a pattern to the other nations of the 
earth ; but they were ftill left to judge. 
for themfelves, as to the form of civil 
government, within their power, that 

might 
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might be _—. — to the e public 
good. 10% 

THAT this weenie form among the 
Jews was not defigned to be perpetual 
‘appears. probable, from the particular di- 
edtions early given, by Mofes the fervant 
of the Lord, to regulate the adminiftrati- 
‘on of aking that fhould, from among, 
themfelves, in future time, be fet over 


- them ; and alfo by the revolution that 


in procefs of time enfued by more than 
the divine permiffion. After which the 
civil ftate of the Jews fymbolized with 
the civil {tate of other nations. 


THE Deity’s condefcending to be, in i 
a political fenfe, king in Ifrael, being a 
= favor to them, as hereby they had 
a civil government better adapted to their 
‘Gieciien aN; and better contrived to 
promote their welfare, than they could 
-have had‘by all the wifdom of man, it 
muft have been impioufly ungrateful to 
reject him in that character,and defire that 
one of the imperfect fons of men fhould 
eee fupreme ruler ; and therefore de- 
ferving 
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‘ferving. the: fevere).reprehenfion: given 


theni, by the prophet, under the sea 
emg inal 

Bo T ataliel their inadvertent and rafh 
defire wasfuch an ungrateful refignation, 
and juft-forfeiture’’of the fpecial favor 
they ‘enjoyed, that God faw meet to dif- 

continue it, and to ‘chaftize them for 
their wickednefs therein, yet he did not 
withdraw the protection and bleffing of 
his providence from ‘them in the exercife 
and enjoyment of the rights and privileges 
“common to human nature.» \Aiid if the 

alteration made at their defire, the extra- 
ordinat'y vouchfafement of theDeity apart 
had not been agreable to the natural con- 
ftitution of mankind, and fitin the relation 
of things, it is not eafy to conceive how 
he fhould fo far countenance the thing as 
to be active in fetting kings over them : 
And ‘not’ only direct them. in their 
choice, but alfo prefcribe rules for'the 
tegulation of fuch an office, and ex- 
prefs ‘his approbation of, and afford 
his ‘bleffing to thofe who formed their 
adminiftration according to them. 


THE 
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THe difference between them, now, 
and the other nations feems chiefly to have 
arifen from their religious {tate ; which 
indeed had {till fome kindly influence up- 
‘on their civil. In the exercife of their 
natural conftitutional rights relative to 
civil government, it was no doubt fit to 
feek direction from him by whofe provi- 
dence kings reign. Their expectation of 
immediate direction from heaven was 
founded. on the peculiar gracious difpen- 
fation they were under ; and therefore 
the like could not be expected by any 
other nation. - 


No fet of beings can, in reafon, fup- 
pofe themfelves wifer than their maker ; 
but mutt think ¢hat to which he directs 
to be. wifeft and beft ; and, therefore, 
when they have certain notice of his plea- 
fure refpecting any tranfaction. of theirs, 
both duty and intereft urge them toa 
compliance. And what nation of men — 
on earth, in the exercife of this natural 
right, unalienable to any mortal, would. 
not be glad of immediate indubitable di- 
rection from heaven? But when the 

) fpecial 


ee Sn er ee a 
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thefe fpecial directions: are ‘not obtainable, be 
Ee  ucall® according to the natural conftitution of 
i mankind they. are not, the affair being 
_. fo important to’ fociety, and the happi- 

_ nefs of the whole fo. ‘intimately c | 
ted with’ ‘ity it is: fit that they fhoul Na ae 
implore the influence of providence, 
which may be real, though not immedi- 
ate and fenfible ; and then tranfa@t it in 
the exercife of that liberty wherewith the 
creator has made gery ites 


ee 


— Ezra’s er icctent to the govern~ 

. ment over the Jews did not, indeed, ori- 
~ — ginate from their cle@tion, but from the ~ 

civil power of that nation to which they’ 

were then in fubjection; but yet, as 

their circumftances would not admit of 

. their exercifing all the rights of a free 

ftate, it became fit that they fhould 

’ chearfully acquiefce in that appointment 

to promote their happinefs, as it was the 

beft method in their power. 


THEY were now emerging from the 
loweft ftate of depreffion ; for feventy 
acon they had been unable to break the 

B iron 
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iron yoke of captivity, andto,affert their ’ 
national freedom. But under the favor 
of Cyrus part of the nation had,returned 
to their own: land, and) were laying. a- 
new the foundations of; the commonwealth of 
Tfrael. Their dependence on a foreign 
power, not only for permiffion to return: 
to the land. of Paleffine, but alfo for pro- 
tection in the re-fettlement of it, made it 
evidently their duty to fubmit to a depu- 
tation from that power, with a:view to 
promote their welfare. 

Anb Ezra's being fent from the Per- 
fiax Court, with ample commiffion to 
fettleaffairs among them, ecclefiaftic, and 
civil, according to their priftine form, 
was no doubt highly agreable to them, 
as he was of their own nation, and his 
qualifications were fo adequate to the im- 
portant tru{t, for he was a ready {cribe. 
in the law of Mo/és, and well under- 
ftood the magna charta of their conftitu- 
tion ; and alfo as he was a man of great 
piety, and virtue, and ardently difpofed 
to advance the intereft of his nation: : 


Who theref ore could be more welcome, 
éhe 
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who more likely to put things into a pro- 


- per fituation, and to promote the wel- 
fare of the community, the only worthy 


end of government? 


Tie kind reception he met with ap-_ 
pears, in part, from the early application 
made to him refpe cting illegal marriages 
in vogue among them, to which, the 
words I have read immediately refer.— 


The ftory fhows how ready he was to ex+ 


ert himfelf for their good ; his known 
character points out his qualifications for 
thé purpofe; and the united efforts of 
the people with him, to this end, with an 
acknowledgement of his authority, are ex- 
preffed in the text; Arife, for this matter 
belongeth unto thee, and we will be with 
thee ; be of good courage, and doit. Andif 
we may be indulged to take this inftance 
asa fpecimen of Ezra’s general adminif- 
tration, and of the people’s friendly fpiri- 
ted affiftance through the whole ; and 
as we go along to notice his diftinguith- 
ed character ; the way will be open to 
turn our attention—to the part of civil 
rulers—to the qualifications of fuch— 

B2 and 
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and to the neceffity of the united exer- 
tions of the people with their rulers, to 
anfwer the falutary purpofes of civil go- 
vernment, 


AnD. FIRST, The part ‘of civil Rulers; 
in general is to keep in view the end of 
civil government, and of their own par- 
ticular advancement, and to act accor- 
dingly. i 


THouGcH in the enatitoiee of things 
it does not belong to man to live alone, 
or without government in fociety; yet 
he is invefted with certain rights and 
privileges, by the bounty of the creator, 
1o adapted to his nature that the enjoy- 
ment of them is the fource of his happi- 
nefs in this world, and without which 
exiftence here would not be defireable. 
And mankind have no right voluntarily 
to give up to others thofe natural privi- 
leges, effential to their happinefs, with 
which they are invefted by the Lord of 
ail: for the improvement of the/e they are 
accountable to him. Nor is it fit, that 

“4 any 
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any of the fons of men fhould take from 
others that which they have no right to 
give, nor by their mifconduéct have for- 
feited ; though in this cafe there fhould 
be mutual confent,.the compact would 
be illegal, and both parties indictable at 
the bar of heaven. 


Civii government among mankind is 
not a refignation of their natural privi- 
leges, but that method of fecuring them, 
to which they are morally obliged as 
conducive to their happinefs: In the con- 
ftitution of things, they can naturally have 
no rights incompatible with this; and 
therefore none to refign. For each indi- 
vidual to live in a feperate ftate, and of 
confequence without civil government, is, 
fo pregnant’ with evil, and greatly pre- 
ventive of that happinefs of which human 
nature is made capable, that it could ne- 
ver be defigned as a privilege to man by 
the TRuBte cane creator : And, perhaps, 
is not a privilege to other orders of ra- 
tional creatures, as much fuperior to man, 
in virtue, as in rank of being. 


B 3 MANKIND 


a 
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MANKIND may naturally haye a li- 
berty to live without civil government in 
the fame fenfe that they have 4 liberty, 
i. €. a power to neglect any moral duty : 
But they are evidently made dependent 
on one another for happinefs ; and that 
method of action, which in the contti- 
tution of things, will prevent mifery, 
and procure happinefs to the fpecies, on 
fuppofition of their being acquainted with 
it, and ina capacity of going into it, is 
Not only wrong in them to neglect, but 
even duty indifpenfible to purfue. From 
hence arifes their obligation to civil go- 
vernment as mentioned before ; and 
when the fame reafon urges the lodging 
this government in the hands of a few of 
the number aflociated, the fame obliga- 
tion lies on them to do fo. 


A auinyer having determined 
that to commit the power of govern- 
ment to fome few of their number is beft, 
the right the fome few can have to it, 
mutt arife from the choice of the whole ; 
for in this ftate the government belbacs 
to the whole, and one has no more right 

to 


cs 


a 
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to govern than another ; the right there- 
fore that individuals can have to this muft 
be delegated. This delegation is not in- 
deed the giving away of the right the 
whole have to govern, but providing 
for the exercife of their power . in the 


‘moft effectual manner. 


Ir is by virtue of the previous confent 
of fociety as being beft, that government 
may devolve on fome by fucceflion, and. 
that others may be appointed to rule by 
thofe already in authority. 


A compact for civil government in 
any community implies the ftipulation 
of ceftain rules of government. Thefe 
rules or laws more properly make the ci- 
vil conftitution. How various thefe rules 
are in different nations is not the prefent 
enquiry ; but that’ they ought in every 
nation to coincide with the moral fitnefs 
of things, by which alone the natural 


"sights of mankind can be fecured, and 


their happinefs promoted, is very certain. 
And fuch are the laws of the conftitution 


of civil governm cnt that we, and all 
Ba Britifh 
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Britifh fabjects are fo bapey. 4 as to live 
under. 


THE rectitude of the laws of a civil 
conftitution are. of more importance to 
the well-being of fociety than the parti- 
cular form of adminiftration, but that 
form which is beft adapted to fecure the 
uninterrupted courfe of fuch laws is moft 
eligible, and herein alla we outvie 
other nations, 


eee laws which prefcribe the 
rights of prerogative, and the rights of 
the people,fhould be founded on fuch prin- 
ciples as tend to promote the great end 
of civil inftitution ; and as they are to be 
held facred by both, it may be fuppofed, 
ought to be as plain as the nature of the 
thing will admit: Myfteries in civil go- 
vernment relative to the rights of the 
people, like myfteries ‘in the laws of. re- 
ligion, may be pretended, and to the 
like purpofe of flavery, this of the fouls, 
and ¢hat of the bodies of men, 


THE 
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‘THE defign of mankind in forming a 
civil conftitution being to fecure their 
natural rights and privileges, and to pro- 
mote their happinefs, it is neceflary that 
the {pecial end .of the electors in chufing 
fome to govern the whole, fhould be af- 
fented to by the elected to veft them 
with a right to govern, fo far at leaft as 
to direct the adminiftration, without 
which they are indeed vefted with no 
authority ; for the being chofen to a par- 
ticular purpofe by thofe in whom the 
right of choice is, can give no’ rightful 
‘power to act befide or counter to this 
purpofe. And therefore to the proper 
inveftiture of any in the oflice of civil 
rulers to which they are chofen by the 
people, it is neceffary they fhould con- 
fent to act the part for which they are 
chofen ; and this fets them in the ‘high 
office of government, and gives them . 
authority to regulate the whole. 


THEIR confent to take the office to 
which they are chofen. by the communi- 
ty lays rulers under a moral obligation to 
difcharge the duties of it with fidelity. 

And 
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And iffor the greater fecurity of fociety, 
they who are ‘thus introduced into office 
are bound tothe faithful difcharge of it 
‘by the folemnity of an oath, their obliga- 
gation hereto is ‘the eregiet 


Waar is right i in the relation of things, 
and which has the general confent of 
mankind, being the rule of civil govern- 
ment in a well conftituted ftate, civil 
rulers are to be fo far from invading, 
that they ought to be the guardians of 
the natural and conftitutional rights of 
their fubjects ; which are here fuppofed 
tobe fonearly the fame that there is no 
interfering between them. To forma 
civil conftitution otherwife would be to 
eftablith iniquity by law. 


"THE various duties of thir office then 
centre in one point, the end of their elec- 
tion, and that js to promote the public 
welfare. 


MINUTELY to enumerate thefe duties 
is not indeed pretended, not only as it 
would take up too much time, but 

alfo 
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alfo as the wifdom of the politician can 
better apply general rules. to penne 
cafes as circumftances vary 5 1] I therefore 
fhall. take the liberty only ina more ge 
neral way to obferve : That whatever 
is injurious to the community, whether 
foreign or inteftine, is theirs to. endeayor 
to prevent. In this {tate of imperfection 
and fin, particular focieties are liable to 
injuries from one another, hence vigilance 
becomes one part of the duty of civil rulers; 
to this they are more obliged than other 
men ;.In office they are as eyes to the 
political body, the proper ufe of which is 
neceflary to its fafety. It is no fmall 
part of thejr care todefcry danger, to pe- 
netrate the defigns formed abroad to the 
detriment of the community. And as 
they are fet for the public defence, when 
fach dangersare difcovered by them, itis 
their part to provide againft them at the 
public expence; which muft be in their 
power at all times, or at fome times it 
may not be in their power to act jn the 
character of guardians to the public. 
Individuals of the fame fociety are like- 
wife liable to unequal treatment from one 
another, 
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another, which alfo claims their attention. 
They are to refcue the weak and helplefs, 
the widow and fatherlefs, from the cruel 
hands of oppreffion, and equally fecure 
to all, bieh and low, their Tignts. 


RTD whatever 3 is for he advantage 
and emolument of fociety, is alfo their 
part to promote, not-only barely to fe- 
cure to their fubjects the cardinal privile- 
ges of human nature, but alfo kindly en+ 
deavour to heighten their happinefs in the 
enjoyment of them. Thofe methods 
which will be moft conducive to the pre- 
fervation and profperity of the whole are 
to be ftudioufly devifed, and faithfully 
urged by them; hence agriculture and 
commerce, liberal and mechanical ‘arts 
fhould be encouraged, as pointed out in 

providence for the benefit of mankind ; 
in: proportion to improvement in which 
will be the benefit refulting from them, 
“by which a fupply may be obtained not 
‘only for. neceflity, but alfo for delight ; 
and hereby their political ftrength will be 
increafed, and they become more able to 
fupport the common caufe. ‘The wealth 
of 
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of the people is the ftrength of the ftate ; 


rich, they fhould reduce the vagrant, and 


- and therefore,.as the diligent hand maketh. 


call the idle to labor, and all to induftry . 


in their refpeCtive callings, fo effential to.. 
CSENE-GAn fa ie 


the public utility. 


iG gh Sao}. ae 
Bur wifdom is adefence as well as ‘Money; 
and neceflary to the well being of acom-: 


- munity. The education of the youth is. 
_ therefore carefully to be provided for ;. 
_ that hereby fuch improvements may be. 


made, as happily tend to abate the fero- 
_, city of uncultivated nature, to foften the 
-_ temper,and give a high relith tothe fweets 

of focial life ; and fuch geniufes may be 
_ formed as public offices require ; that the 

people, in church, or ftate, may not be 
 deftroyed for lack of knowledge ; but wifdom 

and knowledge may be the fiability of the 
; times. 


3 THE civil power alfo fhould be exer- 
ted to fupprefs vice as pregnant with mif 
chief to fociety ; and to fupport virtue as 
the foundation of focial happinefs. 


Taat 
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Tita public homage which the com- 
munity owe! tothe great Lotd of all ; 
ahd whicli is‘equally theit intéreft as their 


_diity to'pay, fhotild bé’earrieftly promo- 


téd by'their'rulers: "The'fitnefs of which 
reafon diGtates and revelatioh confirms, 
as a proper expreflion of the dependence 
of mankind on him, and of their grateful 
fentiments towards him, who giveth to 
alt life-and brearlr and all things ; and alfo 
as the ‘way ‘nioré deeply to imprefs on 


-titir mifds'a {eine of theit Obligations to 


conform 'to ‘his will ; confermity to which 
will produce ordér and harmony, [and 
qualify for the blefiings of his providence. 


THE great advantages acruing from the 
public focial' ‘worfhip of theDeity may be 
o leidablé’mative to civil rulers to exert 
:HBmnfélves'to "promote it 5 and-will have” 


an influence on them who have the pub-* - 


tic good at heart, as well asa proper 
fenfe of duty to him, who is higher than | 
she bight : In this way, while the minif- - 
ters of religion are under‘ the patronage » 
of the civil power, the people will be in 
tru€tedin thofe principles, and urged to 
—— thofe 


ce 
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_ thofe practices, whicl» will greatly fub-» 


ferve the intereft of the community, and 
facilitate the end oa government. 


Ezra’ ScamggaliOr extendedto chareh 
as\well as ftate ; and there is indeed fuck’: 
a connection Between them, and ‘their’: 
intereft is fo dependent upon each other, 
that the welfare of the community drifes - 
from things going well in both; and 
therefore both, though withfucl’ reftric- 
tions: a8. their refpective nature requires,” 
claim the: ‘attention and. careoof the civib> 
rulers of ‘apeople, whofe duty it is to pro- 
tect, and fofter their fubjects in the enjoy- 
ment of their religious rights and privile- 
ges, as well as civil,’ and upon the fame 
principle of promoting their happinefs. 


Ir is therefore the part’ of civil rulers 
to make, and as occafion fhall offer, 
toiexecute fuch laws as tend to promote 
the public welfare. The/e indeed’are in’ 
fome meafure to be varied, according to 
the temper and circumftances of the fub- 
jeéts, by the wifdom of the legiflators ; but 
yet.it is neceflary there {hould bein them 

ae < 
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a-conformity to the immutable laws of 
nature, to anfwer = true ‘defign of civil 
inftitution, © 9. [seeds : 


. Pig Ring 
“Fo, thefe'laws it is fit they fhould add 
fuch fanétions as will give them-energy 
ifthey are fuitably applied’ by ‘thofe in - 
civil office whofe part it is to put the 
lasys into execution. 


Pemba aba: that: no tai be 
made invafive of the natural rights of 
confcience, and no penalties inflitted by 
the civil power'in things purely religious, 
and. which do not affect the well being of 
the ftate: In the/é, every man has an un- 
alienable right, in the conftitution of. 
things, to judge for himfelf: No man, and. 
no number of men therefore have a right 
to, affume jeNiatiee: here. e 


Of the free exercife, ‘of their natural 
religious rights the prefent as well as fu- 
ture happinefs of mankind greatly de- 
pends ;. the abridgement of which by pe- 
nal laws is evidently incongruous to the 
eternal rules of equity ; but thefe rules 

are 
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dre never to be violated in the exercife cf 
civil power. Civil laws, of right, can 
felate only to thofe actions which have 
influence on the welfare of the ftate ; and 
to all fich the fubje& midy be urged by 
the civil authority confiftently with that 
freedom of mind, in judging of points 
of fpeculation; and that liberty of con- 
fcience relative to modes of worthip, 
which he has a natural right onmolefted 
toenjoy. — 


Osi tGaTron of civil rulers to fecure 
the! rights and promote the happinefs of 
the people, moft certainly implies a power 
in them to that purpofe,—to make laws 
and execute them ; without which, ruler 
- isbutan empty name: To this purpofe 
they aré indeed Cloathed with authority, 
afid atméd with the united power of the 
f community ; only in the exercife of this 

’ power they are under the fame moral re- 
ftrictions with thefe by whom it was de- 
legated to them. 


As ina Welf conftituted civil ftate there 
is-a fubordination among rulers, and 
each has his refpective part to act 

| Eg 
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with a view.to the , public oe aS to 
carry the. grand defign,-into. execution 
itis neceflary that each fhould keep the line 

of his own, ‘particular department; every 
excentric motion will introduce diforder. 
and be productive of mifchief: But each 
keeping.a ftcady and regular, courfe in, his. 
own fphere, will difpenfe a benign influ, 
ence upon the community, and, harmo-. 
nioufly confpire ‘to promote the general 
good : As in the folar fyftem, every pla~ 
net revolving in its own orbit round the 
fun .produces. that .order and harmony 
which fecures. ‘the. Sanfeavanion ‘of, se 
whole. ole 


THE.part. that civil rulers ames to act 
fuppofes qualifications. for.that purpofe, 
and-accordingly we ,have; begged leave. 
in the SECOND place, from,the diftin- 
guithed character of Ezra eh fome 
of them. 


Re! a on, learning, ee ddennei of. 
mind in the difcharge of the duties of his 
office, were confpicuous parts, of hhis cha- 
racter, and comprehend perhaps moft.of : 
the qualifications. requifite in civil rulers. . 

Rew! GION 


: 
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RELIc1on includes piety. and Virtues, 
and is acting agreeable to the will of God. 


according to the capacity of the moral 


agent. To this all men are under obliga- 
tion as they would anfwer. the end. of 
their creation, and qualify themfelves. for, 
the happinefs for which they were for- 
med: And: to. this they are obliged in 
their focial connections, that the happy 
effects of it may be felt not only by thems. 
felyes but alfo by. others. Nor-is there 
any ; {tation among mankind: fo elevated 
as to free from this obligation. 


THE public goodisin proportion to right 
action in every individual.—But as in the 
civil fubordination among men féme have 
it in their power to do more gocd or mi/: 
chief to the whole than others, fo it is of 
more importance to fociety that /ich 
fhould be virtuous than others. ‘There 
is_an effential difference between virtue 


and vice, and their different confequen- 


ces to fociety will be fenfibly felt : nor is 
it in the power of earth, or hell, to alter. 
the natural’conftitution of things, 


Vice is detrimental to fociety in fome 
C2 | degree 
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degree in ay of its members, but is more 
fo in thofé who manage the public af- 
fairs of it. ‘ It difqualifies for public fer- 
vices at the fame rate, as it debafes the 
mind, weakens the generous movements _ 
of the foul, and centres it’s views in the: 
contraéted circle of felf- intereft. | 


But virtue qualifies for ‘public ome 


as it dilates the miad with liberal fenti- 
ments, infpires with principles of benefi-' 
cent actions, and difpofes to a ready com- 
pliance with ‘the apoftolic injunction, 


look not every man on his own things, but 


every man alfo on the things of another. 


THe religion of Jefus is defigned to 


deftrey the works of the devil, to bring men 
Srom darknefs to light, from etror. to the 
truth,and from the power of fatan unto God— 


Itinfpires the mind with a facred regard : 


to God, and with benevolence to men,— 

it is an imitation of his example, who came 
down from heaven and went about doing good, 
—of his, who is good to all, and whofe mer- 


ey endures forever—and italfo more power= 


fully inforces all moral obligations, as-it 


illucidates a future ftate of rewards and> 


punifhments, 2 Pay 


pee 
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TuHaT character therefore which is 
formed from thofe principles, which are 
abhorrent to finifter views, and indirect 
meafures to promote a man’s own private 
intereft, and lead to generous godlike ac- 
tions diffafive of goodnefs to mankind, 
and which afford the ftrongeft motives to 
fuch actions, evidently correfponds to a 
public ftation, and is moft likely, cereris 
paribus, to difcharge with fidelity the du- 
ties of a civil | poft, 


Nor is the influence, the example of 
rulers will, in high probility, have upon 
others, unimportant to fociety : Facts de- 
monttrate examples to be yery forcible 
on human nature. Inferiours efpecially 
are apt to copy the pattern fet them by 
fuperiours, and too often even to fervile 
imitation. In fome proportion then as 
the example of thofe who are in exalted 
{tations is virtuous ar Vicious it may natu- 
rally be expected the character of the 
whole will be: Nor is facred hiftory 
filent as to the influence public charac- 
ters have had upon the morals of a peo- 
ple ; in this view therefore it is the wif 
dom and intereft of a community to pre- 

C3 fer 
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fer the virtuous to the vicious for their 
rulers. 


_ Bur the goodnefs of the heart influen- 
tial on the life, without difcernment in the 
heacl, will yet leave eivil rulers fhort of a 
qualification neceflary to difcharge the 
duties of their office. Men may be pious 
and virtuous and yet not capable of pene- 
trating very far into the nature and con- 
neétion of things, and therefore unequal 
to tranfa@tions which requife more than 
common abilites. 5 ait ta 


‘Ts = natural and acquired accomplith- 
ments of mankind are various, all an- 
{wering good purpofes in their refpective 
fituations, and fubfervient to the general 
good ; and in proportion to the/é they 
are qualified for different employments. 
Of Ezra’s learning particular notice is 
taken in his commiffion for goverument, as 
qualifying him for the important poft. 
And fomething correfponding hereto in 
all civil rulers is undoubtedly requifite in 
their fevera! departments ; I mean a ca- 
pacity of difcerning the nature and duties 
of their office, and how to perform them. 

It 
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ft is not indeed’ of fo much importance 
how they come by their qualifications, 
whether by /e/s or greater application, as 
that they. are really poflefled of it; on 
this in no fmall degree the welfare of fo- 
ciety depends, 'Thofe pofts, to perform 
the duties of which diftinguifhing abili- 
_ thes, ‘clearnef$ of tnderftanding and found- 
nefs of judgement are required, cannot 
be filled to advantage by thofe in whom 
thefe are wanting ; if the blind lead the 
blind both will fall into the ditch. In this 
fluctuating uncertain ftate, the communi- 
ty will, at particular feafons more efpeci- 
ally, need wife men for pilots, to fave the 
threatned bark from furrounding gaping 
ruin, The weighty and multifarious con- 
cerns of ftate require great and extenfive 
abilities to ftear the whole in that chan- 
nel which will terminate in the publi¢ 
fecurity and emolument. 


Capacity for pofts of public truft 
without virtuous principles is indeed pre- 
carious, and not fafely to be depended 
on ; but when probity and wifdom unite 
in the fame perfon they form a character 
that tends greatly to fupport the confi- 
C4 dence, 
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dence, and fecure the happinefs of the 
people. 


BuT to the/e we may yet add firmnefs 
of mind in the execution of their office 
as avery neceflary qualification in civil 
rulers, without which an habitual difpofi- 
tion to do their duty, and the good fenfe 
to underftand i it, may not in all circum- 
ftances anfwer the end. The neceflity 
of this is fi uppofed by Shechaniah when he 
fays toEzra in the text, be of ‘good courage, 
and do it, And was exemplified by, that 
raler in his adminiftration. 


_ ‘Tue prefent ftate of things will afford 
frequent occafions of trying the virtue as 

well as the wifdom of rulers.—Like o- 

thermen they are expofedto temptations, 

and perhaps to more and greater than o- 

thers ; and human nature at beft is very 

imperfect, The temper of domination 

fo ftrongly interwoven in the make of 
man may induce them to a wanton 

exercife of the power repofed in: 
them. Flattery by its foothing addref- 

fes and artful infinuations may infenfibly 
divert them from a right courfe, and lead 
them 


‘ 
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them to difpenfe the bleflings of govern- 
ment witha partial hand. Calumny and 
cruel cenfure may provoke in them too 
great refentment, or fubject them to that 
fear of man which bringeth a fagre : Firm 
nefs of mind is therefore neceflary to. re- 
pel ¢he/e and a thoufand other temptations 
—to fuprefs every undue fally of the foul, 
and to urge the {pring of action, that they 
may purfue with fteadinefs and vigor the 
great end of their offi | 
T Hose noble exertions of mind which 
a due adminiftration requires clearly © 
evinces the neceffity of this temper in ci- 
vil rulers : As in order hereto the art of 
felf-denial muft be learned and frequent- 
ly practifed by them ;—a prevailing at- 
tachment to their own private interefts 
and gratifications be given up to the pub- 
lic—angry refentments be tempered down 
to the ftandard of right action, — their’ 
eafe fuperfeded by inceflant labors, and 
facrificed to the benefit of others. 


Sor TNess and timidity of mind indul- 
ged into habit will weaken refolution, 
and relax the nerves of effort in the moft 


trying . 
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trying feafons, and perhaps! betray the 
caufe their dffice calls, atid ‘their virtue 
inclines them to fupport. But fifmticfs 
and fortitude of foul arifing from prinici- 
ple, and cultivated with care, Will not 
eafily adtnit thofe fordid views that’ lead 
Sapinely to neglect, or tamely to furrender 
the intereft of fociety, but enable them 
‘to comport with perfonal inconveniences, 
and ftand firm amidft the {everett trials, 
in executing the duties of their office. 


Goon may indeed be done by him, 
who is diftingui/bed by one of thefe quali- 
fications: alone, and more efpecially in 
his conneétions with others employed in 
the fame office ; their different qualities 
may operate in fubferviency to each other, 

and by their mutual aid lead into mea- 
fures conducive to the general fafety ; 
‘and happy to mankind that in this impet- 
fect {tate it is fo! But without determin- 
ing which of them being wanting incivil 
rulers would be of moft dangerous con- 
fequence to fociety, it is very certain 
their mecting in the famé perfon forms a 
‘character that will beft anfwer the defign 
‘ef fuch promotion ; and the more there 
' are 
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are of this character among them, the 
more likely it is that the public welfare 
will be promoted. 


» Bu t aie every good. sor el fhould 
meet in civil rulers yet THIRDLY, the 
united exertions of the people with them 
are neceflary to anfwer the falutary: Lad 
pofes of sive govegnment. yo) fem lae 


A COMMUNITY having any to 
fome of their numper the power of civil 
government asa method of exercifing 
that power the beft adapted tofecure their 
natural rights and promote their happinefs, 
are not at liberty to counteract the me- 
thod, but under obligation, in every fit 
way, to fupport i it ; and indeed without 
their exerting themfelves to this purpofe,, 
their rulers, however well qualified, will 
be unable to anfwer the end of their ad- 
vancement. 


‘Te caufe in which rulers and ruled 
are engaged is the fame, though the parts 
they have to act are different ; thefe. a 
tend to one grand point, the welfare of 

thé 
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the community ; and people are as much 

obliged to fidelity and ardor in the dif- 
: charge of their duty, as rulers to theirs, 
in fupperting the common eaufe. 


. THE difcharge of the duties of civil 
office merits an adequate reward from 
them whofe bufinefs is done thereby ; 
and the community are unqueftionably 
obliged to fee that bufinefs. performed. 
Rulers devoting their time and their ta- 
lents to the fervice of the public entitles 
them to an eafy and honourable fupport : 
For real fervice and great benefit done 
them, itis the duty of the people to render 

to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is 
due, and cuftom to whom cuftom. If this 
fhould not be afforded them by the public, 
they could not attend continually upon the 
duties of their ftation, and of confequence 
eivil government, on which fo much de- 
pends, could not be upheld to advantage, 


A RESPECTFUL treatment of their 
rulers is alfo due from the people, and 
greatly conducive to the end of civil in- 
fitution. They are raifed to exalted fta- 


‘sion by thé people, under the govern- 
ance 
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ance of his providence, who wills the 
happinefs ‘of a// men, and in promoting 
which they are to be confidered as 
his vicegerents. executing his will, and 
therefore worthy. of efteem and venerati- 
on. Their fuccefs in adminiftration alfo 
yery much depends upon this refpectful 
deportment toward them: To pour cone 
tempt upon rulers ‘is to weaken govern- 
ment itfelf, and to weaken government 
is to fow the feeds of libertinifm, which 
in a foil fo prolific as human nature, will 
foon {pring up into a luxuriant growth ; 
nor will it be in the power of rulers to 
ftop the growing mifchief, or, to keep 
things in a proper fituation, without, the 
concurring aid of the people. 


A sACRED regard to civil authority, 
according to the true defign of it, is to 
be cultivated in all; andas a means na- 
turally tending to this, including the ne- 
ceflity of divine influence in their ardu- 
ous and benevolent work, it is directed 
by the fupreme law-giver, that /upplica- 
tions, and prayers, interceffions, and giv 
ing of thanks be made—for kings, and for 
all that are in authority, that we may lead a 

: — a 
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guiet and peaceable: life in all ged and . 
ana Ee. 


To. bie ip Veneration: PR a, is 
to’Keep up a regard to government itfelt 
in the ‘community, and to°8y en the way 
for its happiet influériceé:’ !Hondt there. 
fore fhould be rendered'to then to whoni 
it is due for the good fervices they have 
already -doite, and as being the way to 
give thet’ ‘Opportunity. of doing 1 More, 
and to’ ftimuilate’ them to improve. th 
opportunity By the Vigorous SP " 
their abilities to that purpofe, 


Bub fill and more efpecially, the uni- 
ted efforts of the people with their ru- 


TT) 


oa ‘of the community, i 


Ir is here fuppofed, that the laws 
made by civil rulers coincide with moral 
fitnefs, and are calculated to an{wer, the 
end for which only they are impowered 
to make laws ; if otherwife, the fubject 
can be under no obligation to. obferve 
them ; but may be morally obliged to re- 

fit 


fift them, as.it-muffever be-right. to abey: 
-God-rather than men. The do&ttineof pap 
five obedience and non-refifteuce ‘inthe unlix: 
mited fenfe it: as -been urged by fome,; 
came not down from above; ‘as itccan be! 
fupported neither’ by reafon nor revelg: : 
tion, and therefore iF: any where, maybe 
urged with. a'better grace bythe rulers of 
‘darkyefs, in. the! régions below, aypon thofe’. 
who. ‘by the righteous decreeoof heaven, : 
ate excluded the common beniefits:of crée+r 
ation, than by:thofé powers that are::ors 
_ dained of God for the,geod.of mankind: -But» 
though with the higheft’ propriety. this: 
doétrine: may bediexploded, it does not at. 
all Jeffen the. moral obligation of obedi-: 
ence in the people to an equitable admini-: 
ftration ; and to ufe their endeavours that. 
the laws made by, their rulers to promote 
the good of the community fhould take 
place to that, purpofe : ‘This is only the 
continued exertion of that power which» 
is neceflary to carry into effect the plan 
of civil government laid’ by themfelves, 
and without which the beft laws ‘will fall 
fhort of it. ‘There may be good laws, and 
Faithful executors of them, and yet fucha 
pa epmApinA COG of the fubjects as in — 
fome | 
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of them : The’ violation of the/é laws may 
be fo connived at in one another, as to’ 
prevent the executors having the oppor- 
tunity to fupprefsthem, ‘The laws of the’ 
fupreme -legiflator of the world are un-' 
queftionably ju/t audi good, and yet are’ 
tranfgrefled by daring mortals every day: ’ 


And though. under his all-difcerning eye 
the impenitent: fhall not finally efcape 
with impunity, yet the tranfgreffors” of 
human laws founded on’the fame prin- 
ciples as the divine, may illude the infpec- 
tion of man and thé force’of his laws : 

And when this. practice fhall become ge- 


neral in civil fociety, the energy of go- . 


vernment will of courfe be relaxed. Nor 


can it bein'the power of rulers the beft - 
qualified: and the: moft feduloufly atten ' 
tive to the duties of their office to pre- © 
vent it, unlefs they were gods in a high- 
er fenfe than the fcripture intends by ° 


giviag them that title, and were able 
not only to make good laws, but alfo to 


infpire their fubjects with a Bibi 8 of *: 


obedience to them. . 


{r 
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‘Ir is therefore plain, that the united 
efforts of the people are neceffary to fup-_ 
port civil government, and make it effi- 
cacious to the great and happy end for 


which it was inftituted: And as rulers 


are holden by the ftrongeftties to, confult 


and endeavour the welfare of the people; 


the people are equally bound to aid and 


aflift them in thefe endeavours, 


W Hat has been imperfeétly fiigget- 
ted in'this difcourfe may lead to: fome re- 
fle&tions on the goednefs of the fupreme 
“ruler of the world, to mankind in general 
and to ourfelves in particular, in the pre- 
fent ftate, more efpecially as expreffed int 
the inftitution of civil government : And 
give occafion to urge the attention of tu- 
lers and people to the duties of their ref 
pective ftations. 


THE goodnefs of theCtéatot appears 
through all his works, but more illuftri 
oufly to man than to any other creature 
on this earth ; him he hath fet at the 
head of this part of his creation: The 
Place of his prefent abode is accomoda- 

D ted 
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his ‘mind is. ‘endowed. with reafon, and . 
underftanding to guide and regulate him, 


in the enjoyment. ‘With aview to fe-. 
cure, him in the poffeffion, of the munifi- 
cence of his creator, he is directed. by: in- 


ftine and reafon, to. affociate,and amica- 


bly unite the ftrength of individuals, 


~ 


for the defence and fafety. of the whole. . 


An D this method is peculiarly adapted. 
to the prefent depraved ftate of mankind, 


in which by leaping the mounds.of right 


man is the, greateft enemy to,man,. If), 


there was no fuch thing as civil. govern- 
‘ment among them, what, ravages! and 
what depredations | would there.be! This 


earth, would be the habitation of cruelty, 


and a field of blood. The,confequences 
of] perfect anarchy among mankind would 
be more unhappy and mifchievous, to 
them, than if the foundations of the earth 


_ Were out of courfe, the fun {hould be darkened, 
and the mson. not give her light, and the flars. 
fall from. heaven; And the natural order, 


of this fyftem; fhould be: interrupted. by 
a general and moft ruinous. confufion. 


BuT 
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~ Bor the plan of civil government, as 
included ‘in the conftitution of things, 
and obvious to the cominon fenfe of 
mankind, well executed by them, gives 
fiich a check to evil doers, and fupport to 
them that do well, that the nearer’ than- 
kind purfue it, in its true intention, the 
more this earth will become a habitation 
of peace, of fecurity and happinefs. This 
privilege is put into their hands by the 
Lord of all, as the great fecurity and'com-: 
pletion of’ their earthly felicity 5 to him’ 
therefore theit united acknowledgements 
fhould like incenfe, with fervor afcend. - 


We ourfelves have reafon, not only to 
join in the univerfal tribute, as partaking 
of the bleffings of the creator in common 
with mankind, but alfo in particular to. 
exprefs our warmeft gratitude to him 
whofe providence determines the bounas 
of the habitations of all the nations of men 
that dwell om the face of thé earth ; that we 
live under a conftitution of civil govern- 
ment the beft adapted to fecure the rights 
and liberties of the fubje& : The funda- 
mental laws of which are agreable to the 
laws of nature refulting from the relation 

Da of 
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of things, worthy of men and chriftians; 
and the form of adminiftration the beft 
contrived to fecure a fteady adherence to 


thofe laws in the exercife of civil power. 


Our King {ways the fceptre in righteouf- 
nefs, and his throne is upholden by mercy: 
The legiflative and executive powers are 
guided by the fame laws. 


_ Tue beneficial, effects, of the happy 
conftitution extend to the remoteft parts 
of the. Britifh empire: Britous exult in 


the enjoyment of their natural rights un- 
der its aufpicious influence, nor lefs the. 


colonifts in North-America while they 
participate with grateful and loyal hearts 
the like bleffings from the fame fource. 


“TE colonifts indeed on account of. 


local circumftances, have been indulged 


to form into little diftinét {tates under the. 
fame head, and to make laws and exe-_ 


cute them, reftricted at the fame time by 


the laws and dependent on the fupreme. 


power of the nation as far as itis confif- 
tent with the effential rights of Briti/e 
fubjeéts and neceflary to the well-being of 
the whole. And this is fo far from being 

the 
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the ground of their complaint that it is 
in their opinion the very foundation of 
their happinefs ; from the antient ftock 
they delight to draw nutrition as hereby 
they flourifh, and in their turn bear to 
that proportionable fruit. Nor could 
any thing more fenfibly affect them, or 
be thought of with more regret, thanto 
_be refcinded from the body of the empire, 
and their prefent connections with Great- 
Britain. 


In their little depedent ftates they have 
long enjoyed her parental fmiles, which 
has greatly increafed their attachment ta 
her: The relief fhe has kindly afforded 
them in times of danger and diftrefs will 
always invigorate the addreffes, and fup- 
port the confidence of her children to- 
wards her, under the like circumftances, 
till they fhall find themfelves difcarded by 
her. Which fad cataftrophe may all-gra- 
cious Heaven prevent ! But the fame pa- 
tronage is ftill to be hoped for by the 
colonifts while they do nothing to forfeit 
it. Nor is it to be thought that Great- 
Britain would defignedly enflave any of 
her free-born fons, and thereby break in 

D3 upon 
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upon that conftitution fo friendly to liber- 


ty,andon which her own fafety depends. 


Ts Province has not the leaft fhare 
in privileges derived from the civil confti- 
tution of her parent country, and which 
are empl fecured to us by royal charter. 


Our Governor is by deputation from 
our moft gracious Sovereign as the repre- 
fentative of his facréd perfon in our pro- 
vincial model of civil government. His 
Majefty’s paternal care in this refpect_is 
moft readily acknowledged by us, as the 
Gentleman who has this honor at prefent 
is well acquainted with the laws and for- 
malities of our civil conftitution, and has 
abilities equal to the important poft. 
Whofe prefence forbids every thing that 
looks like adulation, but may admit of the 


-warmeft withes for his happinefs in this. 


world and the next. 


TE other two branches of the legifla-. 


ture are chofen by the people, either im- 
mediately by themfelyes or mediately by 
their reprefentatives, which coincides 
with the freedom of the Britifh conftitu- 

tion, 
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tion, and we fhall always efteem asa 
pledge of the Royal favor. — 


Tue return of this day is aufpicious to 
our civil liberties, and fills every honeft 
heart with joy. The liberty {of chufing 
men from among ourfelves, whofe intereft 
is infeperably conne@ted with the whole, 
‘for his Majefty’s Council in the province, 
whofe part is not only to aid the power 
of legiflation, but alfo “ freely to give 
advice at all times to the Governor for the 
good management of the public affairs of 
government,” will always be confidered 
asa privilege’dear and facred by all who 
are not, by blind prejudice or fordid views, 
loft to a fenfe of the ineftimable value of 
their natural and conftitutional freedom. 


THE election of fo important a branch 
of the legiflature will naturally gain the 
attention of thofe who are concerned in it. 
Fidelity in the difcharge of the truft repo- 
fed in them, and a regard to the welfare 
of the province will determine their choice. 
All perfonal piques, and perfonal friend- 
fhips, and private interefts will be laid a- 
fide upon this interefting occafion. And 

while 
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while the public good is kept in view, 
qualifications for a place of. fo much 
weight and influence in government will 
be chiefly regarded, 


We reft affured in the good opinion we 
have of the Eleétors, that they will diveft 
their minds of every wrong bya/i, and will 
not fake thofe who neither fear God, nor 
regard man ; who have no fteady principles 

of action to be depended upon, unlefs 
thofe that lead them to break through the 
the higheft moral obligation, and to live 
as without God ia the world : and in whofe 
minds private intereft evidently turns the 
balance againft the public. Not thofe 
who are unfriendly to learning, who at 
the moft have only taken the intoxica- 
ting draught at the pierian fpring, but 
have not drank fo deep as to open their 
eyes and give them a juft difcernment of 
things, who in their patriotic phrenzy 
would deprive church and ftate of the 
the means greatly conducive to the well- 
being of doth. Nor yet the pufillanimous 
who would not dare to fpeak their minds 
in their Country’s caufe in trying feafons, 
and are only fit for a private ftation. 

| | THEIR 


a 
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 THETR virtue and wifdom will for- 


_tify them againft artful addrefles and wily 


intreagues in this important tranfaction. 
A juft concern for the intereft of their 
country will lead them to prefer thofe 
qualities and accomplifhments: which are 
moft likely to promote it, and to give 
their fuffrages for men evidently poflefled 
of them to fit at the Council-Board the 
enfuing year. 

Fit 


Anp may all, who by the people un- 


der God are advanced to pofts of civil 


power and truft, attend to the true de- 
Sigh of their advancement, and with fide- 


‘lity and inceffant ardor purfue it. 


The matter which belongeth unto them 
being altogether interefting to us, as eve. 
ry thing dear in this world is connected 
with it, we furely may be allowed to 
hope for an upright and wife management 
of it, and as the tafk is-arduous, and: at- 
tended with various and great trials, to 
prefs them by every confideration to be 
of good courage, and do it. 


AND no motives to urge them to pa- 
triotic 
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triotic efforts ‘are wantitig:—The-negled 
of their duty, or that which’ is worfe the 
counteraéting ‘the grand ‘defign of their 
office, by indire& methods, they will be 
‘able to ianfwer, ‘neither to their country, 
‘to their own confcience, nor to God the 
judge of all-; for not only ‘the prefent, but 
future generations alfo, will feel the uri- 
happy confequences,’ and ‘execrate the 
authors of what theyfeel. -‘Their confci- 
ences will give them trouble at certain 
periods, .but:efpecially .at the near-ap- 
proach of the decifive day, when all’their 
dignity will forfake them, and they will 
appear in their real worthlefs charaéter, 
and creep into the holes of the rocks, ‘and 
caves of the earth for fear of the Lord, to 
fhelter. themfelves from that vengeance 


which yet will inevitably light ‘on theit 


devoted-heads.. On the other hand) the 
diligent, the faithful and intrepid exe- 
cution ofthe duties of their office, will 
make. them: benefactors to the people at 
prefent, and tranfmit their names with 
honor to pofterity, who,. in fututiry, 


will participate the bleflings... And fich — 
conduct will afford to their mind a fatis-. 


faction-that- nothing can equal fhort of 
bit the 
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Se SS 


the plaudit of their Judges 3; who, will not 
forget their Jabor of love, but amply reward, 
their fervices for mankind, and as they 
have deen faithful over a few things he 
will make them rulers over mony, mAbs: 
THE happinels pi taiis PEOPLE in 
the enjoyment of their natural rights: and: 
privileges under providence. is, provided 
for by their being a.part of the Britifp 
empire, by which they are intitled to all 
the privileges ofthat happy conftitution ; 
and alfo by the full and ample recogni- 
ticn’ of thefe privileges to them by char- 
ety > 


THEIR civil conftitution as the bafis 
of all their temporal felicity is their dear- 
eft take. Every privation of their natu- 
ral rights is fubverfive of their happinefs, 
and every infringement of the form of 
their conftitution has a tendency: to fuchy 
privation: The prefervation of» their- 
conftitutional rights, in every fit method, 
will therefore ever forceably claim their 
attention; and to this purpofe, while 
they are awake toa fenfe of their inter- 
eft, the vigilance and care of their rulers 

will, 
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will, of right, be earneftly expected by. 
them. 


THEIR being dependent on the fu- 
preme power of the nation as a part of 
the whole, is fo far from making it un- 
fit to remonftrate under grievances of 
this nature, that it isa reafon why they 
fhould do fo; when by the conttitution 
every fubject has an equal claim to pro- 
tection and fecurity in the exercife of 
that very power. | : 


THER being loyal fubjects to the beft 
of Kings, whom may God long preferve! 
and difpofed to cultivate, and if poffible 
to increafe their loyalty, will always in- 
cline his gracious ear ; and give weight 
to their petitions with his parliament. 


W1TH indifference to furrender confti- 
tutional rights, or with rafhnefs to oppofe 
conftitutional meafures, is equally to rebel 
againft the ftate. Anarchy and flavery 
are both diametrically oppofite to thie ge- 
nius of the Britifs conftitution, and in- 
deed to the conftitution of the God of 
nature ; and equal care ‘at leaft is to be 

taken 
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taken to avoid the former as the latter. 
A ready compliance with conftitutional 
meafures will always juftify a tenacious 
claim to conftitutional privileges, and 
fupport the hope of their continuance. » 


THE wellfare of the province, at all 
times, demands the attention of the guar- 
dians of our natural and|civil rights; to 
this purpofe the legiflative and executive 
powers are to be exercifed. But’ laws 
are ufelefs in a ftate, unlefs they are o- 
beyed ; nor will putting the executive 
power into the beft hands avail to the 
défigned purpofe, if there is not proper 
application made to it upon thofe oc- 
cafions that require the exercife of it; 
for in proportion to the want of this ap- 
plication the moft excellent code of laws 
will. be a dead letter. It is neceflary in 
‘the nature of the thing, and indifpenfably 
obligatory upon the people to unite their 
endeavours with their rulers to give life 
and energy to the laws in producing the 
defigned happy effects. 


We have good laws; and magiftrates 
appointed to put #ho/e laws into execution, 
whofe 
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whofe: fidelity may not be impeached : 
What therefore feems to remain to com- 
plete our political happinefs is the - exert 
ting ourfelves' to aid the civil powér, in 
fi urprefling every thing that may be detrit 
mental, and in promoting that wae} 
en be‘of ad vantage to the whole.’ 


 Pwovaie jome are appointed and 
Bowne by’ oath to give information of 
breaclies of the law which’ come within 
their knowledge,’ yet’‘al/ aré under cer= 
tain obligation to affift in conveying fuch 
information through the Proper channels 
to the executive power, as it is the ordi- 
nance of Ged for the good of the commu- 
hity. But ‘from the want of a due re- 
gard to the public—or from a mifguided 
fondnefs for ourfelves, we ‘are too apt to 
be criminally indulgent to one another, ; 
and of confequence to defert the magif- 
trate, -and’ in fome degree fruftrate the 
defign of his office. We havé laws wifély 
provided againft the evils of idlene/s and’ 
intemperance ~and whatever has appeared’ 
to the wifdom of the legiflature to be 
hurtful to fociety ; ; to whom then may 
pike increafe of fuch diforders be attribu-" 
ted? 
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ted? to thofé whofe bufinefs. itis to. exe+ 
cute the law upon offenders,’ on- due int: 
formation, or tho/é who rathet-than give 
fuch information chufe to have fellowship: 
with iniquity, :_-But not. only, they, who. 
are, {pecially. appointed. for the-purpufe, 
but a/] fhould attend to the, moral/obliga- 
tion they are under to exert themfelves, 
in their refpective ftations, to prevent the 
interruption of the. happinels, of fociety, 
unaided, ‘fhould voluntazily. tile ip, for. 
them. againft; ithe. evil: ‘doers, and lend their, 
affiftance to bring. the workers, afi iniquity) 
to condign punihmenty o> bane ccueb 


By this general exertion the moft hap- 
py.effects would be produced ;\—.tranf- 
greflors would. foon be, taught. a greater. 
reverence for the law, and: all be. more; 
fecure in the enjoyment of their rights ;. 
Hereby obftructions would be removed, 
and the executive power have free courfe;, 
and judgment would. run: down:as-waters 
and righteoufne/s. as a.mighty ftream. . 


INSTEAD therefore of fpeaking. evil of: 
dignities, and cruelly charging them with» 
% the 
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the ‘blame’ of »prevailing ” diforders, we 
fhould *récriminate on “ourfelves, and do 
our part to‘aid the magiftrates i in putting 
. the laws’ already made itito ‘execution, and 
confide int the wifdom ‘and fidelity of the 
legiflatots'to make fuk! new. ones a8 the 
circumftances of the’ community may te- 
quire. . 


AnD while the guardians of THIS’ 
PEOPLE are intent upon fecuring' their’ 
rights and promoting their happinefs, in 
every wife and4Jaudable method, liveral 
fupport fhould be granted, great honots 
done, and chearful obedience yielded to 
them. 


Our fafety and happinefs muft al- 
= arife from the united exertions of | 
rulers and ruled to the fame falutary pur- | 
pofes. The fecurity of our liberty and. 
property by the fundamental laws of our 
civil conftitution is the f{trongeft motive © 
to maintain an inviolable attachment to’ 
it ; and -to exert ourfelves to promote 
the intereft of the nation to which we be- 
long. Every well-directed effort to fup- 
port the conftitution on which the hap ° 

pinefs 
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pinefs of the whole depends, and to aug- 
ment the wealth and ftrength of the © 
Britifh empire, as our duty and interett, 
fhould be readily made by us. To mul- 
tiply fettlements on the uncultivated — 
lands, and reduce the wilderne/s to a_fruit- 
ful field, by emigration from our older 
‘towns, and efpecially by the introduc- 
tion of foreigners not unfriendly to our 
conftitution — to make greater ims 
provements in agriculture and in every 
ufeful art evidently tends to the general 
welfare, 


ARBITRARY and oppreflive meafures 
in the {tate would indeed difpirit the peo- 
ple and weaken the nerves of induftry, 
and in their confequences lead. to pover- 
ty and ruin; but a mild and equitable 
adminiftration, will encourage their 
hearts and ftrengthen their hands to exe- 
cute with vigor thofe meafures which 
Promote the ftrength and fafety of the 
whole. 


To lay a foundation of greater fecuri- 
ty to ourfelves is indeed a laudable mo- 
E tive 


| a 


66 | An Eleétion- Sermon. 


tive to fuch efforts ; and may:be juftified 
by the principle of felf- -prefervation : But 
the advantages; of fuch. improvements 
will not be confined to ourfelves—the 
more populous, and opulent we grow, 
the more able we fhall be to defend this 
important, part of the Britifh dominions 
-—the mote our nation will be a terror to 
her enemies—and the better able fhall we 
be to make remittance for what. we {hall 
heceflarily want of her manufactures. |. 
By a proper attention to the. general 
intereft, and vigorous purfuits of mea- 
fures that tend to. promote it, things 
may be put into fuch a fituation as to be 
of mutual advantage. The growth and 
profperity of her colonies muft be of 
_real advantage to Great- Britain. — The 
means for exportation being increafed in 
them, will , be fo to the colonies, by 
which they may fink their prefent heavy 
debts, and more -eafily defray pecellayy 
public charges, 


THE fame attention, with a little pru- 
“dence, would. lead -us to retrench extra- 
vagant 
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vagant expences, and to promote fruga- 
lity, good order, ‘and ‘induftry, that we 
might give a feafonable check to increa- 
fing debility, enjoy what we poffefs to 
more advantage and widen the founda; 
tion of future felicity. Under greater 
advantages we may receive monitory 
and directive hints, by turning our eye 
to the provident ant, which having uo 
Giide, overfeer or ruler provides her meat in 
the fummer and gathereth her faod in the 
harveft. 


We are now reaping the happy fruits 
of our,Fathers dard labor and ineffable 
fufferings ; and fhall not a. concern for 
future generations warm our hearts— 
produce. fome acts of felf denial, and 
clofer application for their fakes ? or fhall 
we do nothing for our pofferity when 
the firft owned fettlers, here, did fo 
much for theirs. ? Could they look dawn 
—or rather be permitted in flefh to. vifit 
their dear-bought country, with what 
aftonifhment would they behold the un- 
grateful neglect — with what _feyerity. 
reprove the proftitution of patrimo- 

2 nial 
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nial privileges, and ehide the cti« 
minal want of philanthropy, in their 
degenerate offspring: and with what 
ardor would they urge them to perfect 
the work they had nobly begun, and 
thereby make room for millions yet un-_ 
born quietly to enjoy their natural, their 
civil, and religious liberties. 


In fine. To fecure his own, and to 
promote the happinefs of others, is the 
part of every one in this great affembly. 
To this end were we born, and for this caufe 
came we into the world. We were placed 
in that rank. of being, and under thofe 
circumftances, which the infinitely wife 
and goad Creator faw proper. And as 
we are moral agents, and accountable ; 
it is of great importance to us in every 
ftation, to keep in view the exd of our 

being called into exiftence. 


Tris is but the bud of being—we 
are candidates for a fucceeding ftate ; in- 
to which, we are affured by the go/pel of 
the Son of God, the confequences of our 
actions in this, will follow us. Nor in 

: the 
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the salicaria of 4 ities snie we. long 
to continue here, but mortality will.foon 
tranflate ys to the {tate of retribution. 
With what care then should we avoid -¢s 
very action debafing to the mind, and 
with what affiduity purfue thofe that tend 
to raife it to nobler heights, 


By inattention and vice we may for- 
feit the bleflings of creation and redemption, 
and by a continued courfe of fordid’ and 
unworthy actions, difhonorary to God 
and unfriendly to mankind, we may fi- 
nifh the ruins of our nature; and put 
ourfelves into: fuch*a ftate; ‘that it would 
have been good for us if we had never been 
born. But by a diligent improvement of 
the talents committed:to eur truft in ex- 
ercifes of piety towards God, and charity 
tomen, we may enoble-the mind, fand 
qualify it for the fublime happinefs for 
whichit was originally defigned. Having 
therefore acted ourpart with fidelity in _ 
the fervice.of God and our generations. 
we fhall quit this imperfect. ftate with 
_ dignity and honor, and rife fu perior to 
the higheft. aaa and felicity in thefe 
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fegions of mortality ; ‘and By. the i immeri- 
ted miunificence’ ‘of the Creator . - 
sotto 9s) oT Of af eis 


High in Salvation and theClimes of Bis. 


Sook! Mourete) o.). 


THE END. ; ' 


et eee Pa aera —— 
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Page ae: Line 2.  yead, ‘agreeably. 
Page 23, Linz 5. for heart read head. 
Page 39, Line 2, read this qralifcations 
Page 46.- Line 3, read a vencration, 
Page 48, Line 5, read to frultrate. 
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